The appropriate responses for schools to address Swine Flu (H1N1) include:
1. Respiratory etiquette – tissues and elbow technique.
2. Hand Hygiene – frequent hand cleansing with soap and water or hand sanitizer.
3. Exclusion period – should include 24 hours after fever is resolved, unaided by medications.
4. Routine cleaning – generally, it is not necessary to disinfect beyond routine cleaning.  Use reason when determining the needed usual routine cleaning. Regularly clean areas wand items with frequent hand contact, detergent based cleaners or EPA registered disinfectants are appropriate.

5. Separation area – children that are sick should be separated from others until parents can pick them up.  Staff members also should be separated from others at onset of illness at school.

6. Protective equipment – use should be for nurses or others that are designated to care for ill students and staff (gloves, masks) while they are waiting to go home.

7. Early treatment – high risk students and staff that are exposed should contact their health care provider for possible antiviral medications.


A fever is defined as temperature of 100.5 or greater.  Communication with parents is extremely important, including the need to monitor children and keep them home if they are sick.
